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2002-2003

Merry Christm"as!

The gifts most needed are not found in the stores but in the hearts of people

. some token of loae . . a helping hand . friendship . . .

understanding . . . consideration . . a smile and a prayer. That's
Christmas-Liaing, and it's the best kind of Christmas-Giaing . . . and

appropriate all year. kt's do it!
--deriaed ftom some thoughts of Peter Marshall

Since neither Christmas greetings nor letters fro* us were writtenfor 2002

and, until now, for 2003, you might haae wondered if l'd broleen nty arm.

Well,l did! Although not a legitimate excuse, it's about as good as it gets.

I am truly sorry for the long delay and humbly beg your forgioeness.

ln the fall of 2002, we sold our "sanctuary by the set." We shall fondly
remember the beautiful, peaceful, fun-filled haoen that was ours to enioy
and share for more than ten years . . and we are grateful. Because
"eaerything takes longer and hurts more" (to quote my brother), ute were

rescued when our California daughter arrioed. With her energy and
expertise, rae a)ere packed,labeled, and ready for the mooers in three days!
Beyond that, the willingness of our children to adopt most of the

furnishings was a real bonus. Hopefully, for us and our kids, we shall be

happily settled in this apartment for awhile.

Our gang put together quite a party in celebration of my 75th birthday.
More than twenty kinfolk gathered at the clubhouse (a facility aaailable to
all residents) for a suumptious feast seroed up with a lot of lioely
sociability around balloon festooned tables. lt was delightful to see the
"grands" inaolaed in the food preparation and entertainment'-and eaen

the clean-up! I was serenaded with a parody to the tune of "Hello, Dolly,"
and my sister played an unforgettable pinno rendition bringing backfond
and fun childhood memories. The eaening ended with a not-to-be-forgotten
slide show (or should I say "side show") of family pictures [ro* long ago.

Awesome!

Hunter lames Warren, ottr second great-grandblessing, arrioed August 6,

2003. That precious little guy is the son of Marilyn and Mark. He is
lucky to have Marky Q-I/D for a big brother; and Noah, 5, is now a

"double uncle." Yolt can bet the grandparents and great-grandparents are

delighted!#;



Haaing scanned the calendars of the past couple years it seems we haue had an

abundance of medical appointments (age-related, do you think?). AIso, the ongoing
celebrations for birthdays, annioersaries, A b'nai mitzaah, promotions, graduations
(preschool, kindergarten, high school and college), children's concerts and dramas,

reunions, and abit-of traztel. "Same old, same old," you might be thinking. Yet, utith the

great cast of characters this family prooides, as they live out the different ages and stages

of hfe, the performance is eoer fresh and fascinating.

We missed our high school reunions last fall due mostly to rty broken arm, but Carl was

also sufering extreme pain fro* the shingles. Relief for him came only after our Texas

cousins recommended oliae leaf extract, which miraculously took away that deep nerae

pain in two weelcs. At the same time, a fine surgeon put me back together with a ffue-inch
metal ptate and nine screws. Now, after four months of physical therapy,l'm doing weII

and continuing my home exercise program. We are blessed.

Life surely isn't easy for anyone, no matter the age. Erseryone struggles in growing up,

growing old, and perhaps especi"ally the middle-agers, trying to make a good life and a
lizting while caring for both the youngsters and oldsters. We need to pray for them and

for one another--alot.

We hatse lost too many friends of late-all a part of the cycle of life, but not an easy part.
We shall be eaer grateful for haoing had them in our liaes, "leaaing footprints on our
hearts--and we will neT)er be the same."

lust thinking of you warms our hearts, and our spirits soar when we find REAL mail in
our box or hear your ooice on the phone. We are thankful for our loaing family and

faithful friends, and are praying God will lceep you safe and bless you with His peace

and loae.

Remember, too, thnt God's not the only one who loaes you--we do, too!

Weh"aoen't mooed . . our roadhas!
Please note the new address:
725Lee Circle, Apt. L49
|ohnson City, NY 13790
(607)766-ee31.




