
Christmas 1996

We are thankful for the season of Christmas; the celebration of Qod's qift of LOI/E for att
people! 9t seems to brinq out the best in most folks, probablq because we're thinking of others
rather than ourselves. 9t's Jebruarq, and g'm still basking in the warmth and wonder of it att! 9f
9 weren't so indulqent, qou miqht have had this letter earlq on. We appreciate 4our patience and
4our part in makinq our Christmas a memorable one.

1996 was especiall4 eventful for Carl. The Doron Emplo1ees Association produced an
amazinq retirement "blast" on his TOth birthdaq! jamilq, friends, and colleaques braved a
severe snowstorm, includinq delaqs, laqovers, and danqerous drivinq conditions, to be a part of
the celebration. Our kids entertained bq sinqinq an oriqinal parodq revealing amusinq and
little-known facts about their Dad! There were manq moving tributes as well, and rib-ticktinq
anecdotes from fellow workers and associates that we'll foraner treasure. As a special qift, the
Doron people put toqether a driver simulator for kids, license plate "CJ Wondercar,' and donated
it tn his name to our localDiscoverq Center . . . a touching presentation.

As if that weren't excitement enouqh for a "man of his aears," we spent a remarkable
weekend in St. fouis at an f.@ reunion (tandinq CraftgnfantrQ with WW99 shipmates from
more than 50 Uears aqo! Although this was not their first reunion, Carl learned of it just last
Aear. We are qrateful to Kus, a diligent shipmate who located Carl and most, if not all, of the
others (who have attended these reunions) who served on the te9-q-458. The bond amonq
these men is extraordinarq, and for the wives, too. 9t was a priviteqe to be amonq such excellent
people.

Thouqh "retired," Carl is still workinq part time at Doron--no surprise! We do tr1 to spend
half of each month at our waterside habitat in 1/irqinia and to visit our girls and their families (in
New Hampshire and California) at least once a Uear. We are fortunate to have our bo4s and their
families living nearb1 in New ljork. When in 1/irqinia, Car! is happiest "pta4ing" in the 4ard and
on the "Karen feigh," his "ship." pts not work when qou love what aou're doinq!) 9 especiattq
delight in addinq a bit of warmth and charm to our home throuqh recqclinq and disptaqing old
photos and famil7 treasures, which portra4 the historq and spirit of our familq.

About the "qrands." We think theq are incredible! Sarcn (eight in Aprit) are teens, one
preteen, tuvins almost B qears old, and one toddler. We have no doubts that att twelve will use
their varied capabilities and compassion, their pleasant waus and senses of humor to make a
difference in this world for QOOD! 9t's such a joq to see each of them becominq their own person.
9t's been our privileqe and qreat pleasure to watch Uounq QrantThomas (15 months) qrow and
change almost dailq. He's the best entertainment in town! Qrandparentinq allows us to observe
and "accentuate the positive" without having to deal much with the traumas of kids qrowtnq up.
It's awesome!

We value the gift of qour friendship and we love qou. 6e mindful that each da1 is a qtft, as
well, and remember to "sprinkle blessinqs wherever qou qo!" fr^ ,, - l-_. -r. ^ 
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