Copywrite 2001, E C Wenzinger, all rights reserved. Document: ECW_BIOGRAPHY3.2006
Home Phone: 863-619-5992 Cell Phone:863-602-4103

Me, The Early Years

Apparently I was conceived around the 9th of February 1935 st have been a cold February at

Father [Edward J acob] and I, at first, lived with Father S Father [Charles Jacob] and Mother
[Martha Elizabeth (Noll), grandfather called her L1:z':1::ef), and Aunt Carrie [more about her later] at

demise are greatly éxaggerated.

In 1939 to 1941 Auntllﬁetty fFéther‘s sister] and her husband Dr. Russell Morgan lived at 7201 in

the third floor attic. Russ was doing a physician's internship at Temple hospital in downtown
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Philadelphia. They later moved to Anville and then Bethlehem, both in Pennsylvania, were Uncle

Russ was a surgeon, following the second world war.

The house at 7201 had 5 bedrooms, one for Grand father and _.ndmother one for Mother and
Father, one for Aunt Carrie, one for Bob and I, and the A‘:': e
Russ. There were two bathrooms on the second floor and one on the first floor. The- house had a

kitchen with a gas stove and lots of cabinets, a separate pantry for food, in which the ice box was

also located; a breakfast room with wooden bench: :_:ats the radro ‘was on a window sill in the

breakfast room; the dining room could accomnz .:_ ' ated and had a bay window; the

living room was 15'x21" and had Father's 10+ a uariuni...ir:nostly Guppies. There was a 'sun'

porch with wicker furniture. At Christmas time t erected on the porch.

I do not remember much of anythmg spe01ﬁc [see bel tit I.was:in Kindergarten, in 1940.

During my early year-'s.,': back as I can remember, we always began to go to Beach Haven in
mid-April each year [109 E 13th St, which may explain why 13 anything does not bother me]. I

remember going in the Gray, 4 door, [rear doors opened from the front] 1937 Pontiac with either
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my Grandfather or my Father driving. I would sit in the back with brother Bob, Mother,
Grandmother, and 'Aunt Carrie'. There was always a gray haze.thétfhung over the seats in that car,

from my Father's Lucky Strike [unfiltered] cigarettes and my Gi iid Father's 5 cent [or less] "el

rope-o" cigar [chewing tobacco that was not always on fire. 3 uld go over the wooden trestle
bridges to Ship Bottom and then south to Beach Haven. We: :
We would purchase a 25 or 30 pound block of ice, placéi it'on the front bumper of the l):gntiac and
hope it did not melt through by the time we got to the house. We would then carry a light piece of

ice into the front house and place in the 'ice-box" ] ;e kitchen. EA :25 -30 pound block of ice would

last 2 or 3 days. We would get a 50-pound bl(_):cii{_ we were to: ay longer than 2 or 3 days.

Grandfather Wenzinger had purchased the hous i
New Jersey in 1913. I believe that Grandfather Wenzinger paic.l. ot both houses at 109.

Durlng most of the year of 1925 the entlre famlly Charli ;Carl, my Father and Elizabeth

entire ﬁrs: , weekend. We used ' al Kerosene heaters for heat, with a pail of water on top to

prowde hum1d1ty In later years W switched to electric heaters. On a later weekend we would

rented it all summer for rly 15 years. After them we rented to one couple for the month of

August. They rented August until sometime in the late 1980's.
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Around the middle to late May, always prior to Memorial Day [last week end in May] we would

go to the beach to stay until mid to late September. Mother, Grandmother Bob and I would stay

all summer. My Father came to the beach each Friday night. eiwould arrive about dusk, 7pm or

s0, frequently on the same bus from Philadelphia as Aunt C
when an 'Express' using route 72 [the way you and I went;

local via Hammonton NJ.

on a Hospital ship. When they aI’erCd; :th _Island:went directly to the beach to go swimming.

We were all there. They called out to Rusty g gs in the water at the time. He heard them and

came out of the water, and ran to my Mother, cryln.:::': ommy, Mommy. We had to explain to him

that they were his real parents':

torpedoed. My mother had a tough time calming me down. When she understood what I was

trying to tell her I don’t think she believed me at first. Eventually Grandfather heard me and he

[ECW Draft Page 4 of 70 Printed on 11/21/13 at 7:17 AM]




Copywrite 2001, E C Wenzinger, all rights reserved. Document: ECW_BIOGRAPHY3.2006
Home Phone: 863-619-5992 Cell Phone:863-602-4103

walked to the beach to check out my story. He didn’t come back to the house for several hours.
When he did return he confirmed my story and told us that the bomb squad had come and taken the
torpedo away. i

;the curb in ront o thehouse at 109

looking up at some airplanes flying overhead. I think s saw at least three smaller ﬁghters They

One more event occurred that year. I was looking sittin :

were up fairly high. They seemed to be conducting. practice dogfights. Afterward, we found that

they were US Navy “Hellcats”. As I watched thqrgtfl;;"ris-crossing@ their paths I was fascinated as I

had never seen these maneuvers before. Then twoof the plané§ seemed to be heading toward each

other on what appeared to be a straight- hne c ision coursg;::It was just that. In seconds they

downward. My Mother leaned out the screen door on the porch and creened to me to get inside

quick. Idid. My Grandfather must have heard all the commotlon_ and came out front of the house

sometime. I don’t remember if he was successful lighting the cigar or not. I do remember the Air

Raid Warden, a man about Grandfather’s age asking him to put out the light his cigar and match
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were making because it was against the war time regulations and, furthermore the Germans might
see it and fire on us. Grandfather argued with him that no one could see him from the ocean
because of the high sand dunes. He was correct, but the man_pféfsfisted and threatened to arrest him

orch with Bob Mother and [

and take him to jail. My Grandmother, who was sitting on:fd:l;é

called to Charlie to come in and put out the cigar. It Was;h' , He reluctantly

came in the house and in a bad humor, put up several of the air raid [black out] shades. The
warden apparently did not see what Grandpop had done with the shades. Later Grandpop put the
shades back down, grumbling to anyone who Would llsten and. those who would not. He kept me

awake for some time that night.

; _____s,' as many as five hours. One time when I

house and another can by thié front door of the rear house. The Kerosene was used with an old rag

to wipe the oil [we called it tar] off of our feet. Mother or Grandmother would inspect our feet
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before we would be allowed inside the house. The tar seemed to get everywhere, especially

between the toes, where it was very difficult to get at.

In 1944, a very big storm hit LBI. I was there with Bob and

we were there without our Mother or Father. 1 remember§

hurricane I had experienced. I had always been afraid of thunder and hghtmng, but h1s was much
worse. In addition to the thunder and lightning the wrnd was howling through the screens on the
front porch. I told Grandfather W that the noise thai the wind was making as it blew through the

screens was scary. He acknowledged that the w':'ﬁd was blowrng Very strong and he decided that

and brrngi"'em nside the house so that they

Bob and I would help him take the screens do

blowing we just succeeded in damaging them as they whlpped aroundil-n the wind once they were

unhooked from the porch woodwork We got some of the screens_ m51de The remainder we

Grandmother and Grandfather we linked arms and waded, in the churning salt water and pouring

rain, to the Hudson house, where ocean water was already in the ground floor. We quickly
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climbed the stairs to the second and then the third floor and remained there looking out at the water

swirling around the building for 4 or 5 hours. The winds calmed: and then the water began to

recede. After another several hours the winds died down, the ¢louds went away, the sun came out

the streets began to dry up. By the next morning the sun w3 d it looked like a normal
day, except that “The Breakers” was broken down in the i
The previous location of “The Breakers” remained a Vacant lot for nearly five or six years The

ground where “The Breakers” had been located was: lelded into 6 or 7 lots and a house was built
on each lot. All that remains of “The Breakers” are plctures in the history books. The houses that

were on 13" Street that year are still there, exce ':'Ethose that Were ‘torn down later to build larger

summer homes. The house at 109 east 13th S et. st1ll_ stand':':o this day. After a few days we

public on the Web
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My Great-Grandfather Wenzinger's first name was Josef. He was born in 1846 and died in 1923,
at about 77 years of age. I think he was somehow involved in the II‘On foundry where my
Grandfather worked at one time. I have a cast iron door stop at home which I believe either my

Grandfather or Josef made.

Grandfather Wenzinger, according to what he told me on several occasions, grew up in’

Philadelphia and stopped his education at the age of:13:when he went to work in "an iron foundry".

Grandfather Wenzinger, "Charlie" I will call hlm, as I heard h: Wlfe call him. Charlie called his

wife "lezy short for her middle name. Her i1l name was Martha Elizabeth Wenzinger. Her

aces in Phlladelphla I do not have any

etlng thelr son Perry Jr. He, apparently was involved

snacks there. This memory is a bit vague, but I think it is correct.
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CarERayeeallimoel 1 should let him read all this. Maybe he will be able to fill in some of the
blanks. St

At one time Charlie had purchased a number of vacant lots ¢ am not sure of the exact

number. I only recall Father and Charlie talking about it : e d Charhe had
bought the lots a speculative purchase hoping that LBI: would become very popular and he would

be able to sell the lots at a great profit. Apparently aftér Charlie retired, after the Second World

War, he sold off the lots, one at a time and made_aiz 1odest profit on each one.

On thing that really impressed me about Chatli¢: was his hanidwriting. It was impeccable. I told

me, much more than one time, that he had tau-g' to:write. No question about what he

was writing. [ was especially interested in how he wrote hlS capl a

f

- Tewas so interesting that I

chose to use it when I signed my name using his. iti

y:middle initial 'C'.
I recall that when we lived at 7201 ..(:)xfoe_ . venue, :Eh:aﬂie had a friend who was Anton Apfle.
[Apfle is deutsche for Apple] He was knowii ny Apple. Tony was a mechanic who worked

on Charlie's car[s]. Tony and Charhe both hke to- g f mg and I recall some tall tales they would

and I hQWV 'o count and say the n'. mbers from one to one hundred in German. He told us that we

woul "get an allowance if we Wou ¢ :Eask for it in German. That was enough incentive to learn the
nuj Abers at least I remember much of that to this day. Knowing some German was very handy

WfléﬁI L Germany: -izlstrlalnthe 70s and 80s.

At both the house in Philadelphia and at the house on LBI we had a “Victrola.” The one at Oxford

Avenue was a rather deluxe model, but just played 78 rpm records. It was a wind-up that required
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winding every other record. Each 78-rpm record would play about 3 or 4 minutes on each side.
As aresult a long symphony would require quire a few records. . When multiple records were

ferred to as an album. Each

needed for a given piece of music the collection of records wa $

ozart’s s

album had a number of pages, one sleeve for each record. On ymphonies, for which
Grandfather W had a recording, used up 10 records, with: i
had to really be dedicated to listening to a symphony to et up and change the record eV.ery 3or4

minutes. Some of the recordings were truncated to get them onto a reasonable [smaller] number of
disks. All of the 78-rpm disks were made of a Very- hard materlal:that would easily crack or would
break if it were dropped on a hard surface. : i
Charlie liked to watch me build HO gauge model 'would be doing that. One time I

built a small layout for HO scale model trolley cars. It was abou

ith

iit: foet square and on two

levels. The tracks were arranged in a single line. in; -'loop at each end. To make the

wiring easier for me I used over- he: d:wmng Efbrt ¢ trolley cars poll to ride on and wired it to the

positive side of my 12 volt power supﬁly wired cggh;of two HO scale model trolley cars so that
they would get their power from the over-he e-ahd used both tracks for the return to the

negative side of the power supply. I insulated a'shc)rtgz"' ce of the track on one side in each

reversing loop to control ::‘ ik foll ey would run and to change the traffic signals from red to

Sometime 1951, my Grandniother Wenzinger was diagnosed with stomach cancer. She died only a
short time after [ became aware of her illness. I do recall the day that she died, but according to

her tumb stone at West Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia she died in 1951. She had been born
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in 1877, so she was about 74 years old when she died. Most of the family was present that day and
many people were crowded into my grandparent’s bedroom. I was ‘invited to come in a one point,
but do not recall much about that visit because I was very frlghtened about what was going on.

Their doctor came and went several times during the day. [

room one of the times that he was there. He was simply s
mother who was crying allot. At one point, when I was Jrlst outside their bedroom I héard what

sounded to me like a large burp coming from 1ns1de -thelr bedroom, after which most of the people
inside began to cry out loud. My Mother came out a few mrnutes later and ran to her bedroom and

threw herself on father and Mother’s bed. She was crylng I asked her about what I had heard.

I think that my Grandmother was the first person I had seen in a coffi n.-th was set up in the living

room of the house at 7201. I remember lookln at my. Grandmother in her coffin as my father

now. Apparently Aunt Carried had had a heart attack during the

ot to the hospital. I do not remember anything about her

often cry or pray out loud louder. One time I remember that the police came to the door and asked

that we bring him in. Apparently one or more of the neighbors had complained. Eventually, in
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about a year or so Charlie stopped praying outside. Next he began to stand in his room and pray
loudly. At the same time he would shake out each article of clo Ing he would take off. He would

:blothing. At first he would only

count out loud the number of times he would shake each artic $
shake each article 10 times. Later on he went to 50 and the i
that day. As he was a bit deaf, he would be very loud. Hg
nights. This practice of shaking his clothes out a great: number of times contlnued untll he became

ill and died, in 1963.

In the meantime, because the house at 7201 Ox_fif)__ Avenue had een in my Grandmother’s name

rown honﬁ. ‘the house at 7201 was sold and we

only, and because Mother and Father wanted

mover to a row house in the Mayfair sectlon of Philadelp: T remember that Mother and Father

had saved nearly enough money to by their home with cash. The r suse cost them $12,000.

They put down just over $10,000 and paid the remaind

eral:years.

While we were living at the house i M:a:: air I reca :gggharlie taking to the kids who would play in

the back alley. When it was near to Easter'$ da eabh year Charlie would ask my Father to take

Charlie died in the house in Mayfair. His death was apparently quite messy. I remember my

mother, in Charlie’s final days, helping him with getting out of bed to go to the toilet and later
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simply cleaning him up when he could no longer get up out of bed. Near the end his bodily
functions seemed to shutdown, as Mother described it later, cau.s:iﬁfgi a literally, big mess in the bed.
He died shortly after. He was, like my Grandmother laid out mhls coffin in the living room of our

house at 3323 Sheffield Avenue.

BrotherBOB

Brother Bob was born at Northeast HospitaI :0_ A pr11 6, 1939 Hls glven name was Robert Ellis

dld L. [Crossan,;.

Bob went to ALL the same schools g ilson, Lincoln and Drexel] He got a BS

in Civil Engineering, from Drexel. It 100 jzh" - 6 S ars as he did not pass all the courses the first

time. Since I had passed all my courses the fits

1me, he had to put up with a lot of difficulty from

Mother and Father, more than I 0n51dered approprlate I did not express that opinion to anyone,

at the time.

I do not know whefl:':h'é fact that hgéi had undecended testicles was discovered. I do remember that

He was given what I believe were hormones. He took them regularly from then on as far as [

know. As a result of taking the hormones he grew hair in all the right places, his voice deepened

and other physical changes took place. I never knew if he was able to have any kind of sex life.
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Bob worked for several computer companies after graduation. H:Ef\:ﬁound up doing software

development for Univac. Working for these computer compa,rﬁé's:apparently was quite stressful.

Bob told me that on at least one occasion.

Bob married a daughter of one of Uncle Russ’ relativesﬁ.gzgﬁer name was Jane Kleinbérger. As Bob
could not father any children Bob and Jane adopted.tio children, one boy, named Robert Brian

Wenzinger and one girl named Alice. Robert Bria

ose, for sopme reason, to be known as Brian.

This happened while Bob and

Eventually, Bob and Jane were divorced. Jane_kie;p_:t: the child
Jane were living in a trailer near Pemberton X (it don’t know: why they divorced, and do not recall

how long they were married.

about Bob’s prognos1s. ‘He :did not seen hopeful. June cried a lot.
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It turned out that Bob made it through that crisis OK. He went home after the hospital stay and
was told not to work at all, ever. He was not happy with this but seemed to understand the choice,
no work or likely a repeat of the heart attack and very likely death Bob had several more heart

attacks, through which he came out weaker, but still alive. !

ngthl time he told me, in no

uncertain terms that he did not want to see Mother or Fath

Bob died several years after his first heart attack as a:r¢sult of one more heart attack. He was 44

years old when he died. It hit me pretty hard, as I_:f:as more three years older than he was. Those

last days, the last time I saw him alive, he was ni o t.happy It made me very sad.

Charlie had a numberlof :boats 1 Was. . erso, Ily:on: board at least one of them, The Elizabeth. I did

a lot of fishing on that boat both Whe Charhe owﬁed it and after it belonged to Tony Apple.

More about that boat later

of the Eva- Dor at the house: on LBI
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Tony bought one of Charlie's boats, the one called Elizabeth. It was a flat bottom boat that had a
'V' bow added to it. It had originally been a flat nosed boat, usuaflil},%ball a 'garvy', at least it was

called that on LBI. You can still rent a garvy on LBI to go fis in the bay behind LBI. The bay

is called Little Egg Harbor Bay. I can recall going fishing o _.Ehzabeth and later on the same
boat when Tony owned it. I have a specific memory of ﬁ‘:': ;
Lucy Evelyn, a large 3 masted sailing ship that was moored in the bay behmd LBI waltlng to be

beached and later converted into a gift shop. The Lucy eventually was destroyed by fire. I am not

sure in which year the fire took place, but I beheve ] ét you can: stﬂl purchase post cards on LBI

that shows the Lucy and tells when it was burned_: We drifted s

t the Lucy several times
attempting to catch flounders. Eventually I ; .ooked, and pulled in a 3-pound

flounder into the Elizabeth. After unhookmg the elatlv ] ge fish and hearing Charlie say that

the fish I had caught would probably feed 4 people or so, I asked i could start the motor, run

towards the end of the island and drift past the Lu Ljok d:that if they did that I would

went back to try for5 .

the next time andg:::::

THEY TASTE GREAT:
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I remember Aunt Betty [Elizabeth] found a type of diary in one of Charlie’s bureau drawers after

he passed away. I remember her reading parts of it out loud to family members at one time at the

beach house. It spoke about watermelon parties on one of the boats the descrlptlons of

get me if we go there [to New jersey]”.

of the :5::d élock case:
_“jé):eiaware River Yachmen’s League
- ‘Wissinoming Yacht Club Regatta
June 12", 1915

Cruisers

First Prize”

I think
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One other of the boats, the Dompf-Noodle, had a one-cylinder g_afs?c;)iline engine. Apparently it was

;n it was notable was that the

rather small and was used exclusively as a fishing boat. The I 4

engine had a very loud, distinctive sound. Lizzy would sit _on ¢: porch of the house at LBI and

When she would hear the Dompf-Noodle coming she would start dinner. By the time Charhe

would mour the boat and row the row boat to shore or Wade in the water if the tide was low, and

: g from the house that is going on
in the bay is difficult except on very quiet nigh: wind:blowing from the west, bay to
ocean. My mom described the sound to me. She said it sounded Ti

BANG, Put-Put-BANG, Put-Put- BANG Put Put-BANG:

-

GrandpopW [Charlie] like to
Shefﬁeld He especially liked b rig and baseball. He would sit in a chair to the right of the TV

sporting events on TV, especially after we moved to 3323

th edge of the chalr : zlterally With his right hand he would hold on to the arm of the

chalr and with: ould lean on his wooden cane. It was quite a sight.

As the fight became more intense or if, in a baseball game, the action increased, he would lean

further out on the cane. It was a miracle that he didn’t fall of the chair on which he was sitting. He
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moved around a lot as if to help the fighter dodge punches or the ball player catch the fly ball. The
more intense the action on the screen, the more he would wiggle aIOund Sometimes fast,

sometimes slower, depending on the on-screen activities.

orites. That is

d a cane to walk just about

anywhere, almost any other time except thosé bré d:walk very slow, leaning on his

cane. The more exciting the athletic contest was before the brea stet he would go up the

stairs.

I don’t think that Charlie recognizéd: what:he was d :E_ng'under these conditions. People who were

visiting almost always noticed his flank speed oii:thése occasions.

LBI. I ":atlon to get to Burroughs. I had to take the ‘88 bus from the
end o_i-Shefﬁeld Avenue to the end :éf the line ‘EL’ station called ‘Bridge Street’. Irode the EL to

1384

d Market and then Walked_to 1209 Vine Street, a 5 to 10 minute walk north on 13" Street.

The work at Burroughs was niy first job in Drexel’s cooperative education program. [Coop]. The
Coop program consisted of working half the time and going to classes half the time. A Coop

period typically lasted 6 months, although some worked 3 months, went to school 3 months, back
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to work for 3, and so on. Many more people were on the 6-month cycle than the 3-month cycle.

During my second Coop work period from June of 1955 to Janu ryof 1956 I also worked at

Burroughs’ Vine Street facility. Located at that facility was UDEC and the manufacturing group

that produced the electronic building blocks that comprised-ld'D' -These building blocks were

built with the intent of being mounted in 24” racks that We lised to Howiss octronic: components

produced by many manufacturers. Since transistors were Just beginning to be 1ntroduced in the

electronics industry, vacuum tubes were the main active components in these building blocks.

The tubes were divided into two types in UDECg 1] digital co ters used to count or keep track of

numbers as in a memory circuit, and [2] analog amphﬁers ' :1ch were used for electronic signal

to. makea small signal larger or

smaller, signal power amplification to increase the s1gna1 s power tiving an audio speaker for

example, or signal wave shaping to perform dlgltal logic. fun s;:arid impedance matching to

enable maximum power transfer betw' 61 Gircuit

The majority of electronic devices were Vacuu es, although resistors, capacitors and

inductances [cokes], were also used Each vacutii € had a set of heater elements that were

used to raise the temperature:of il % be S cathode to drlve off electrons and cause a plate to

chassis. I also made and assembled the internal parts for counting and amplifier tubes.
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Several times I substituted for a person on the assembly line who was off on another assignment or

just did not come in one or more days because of sickness or vacation,

; each Haven e -t-the bus:station at

During September of 1954 and all of the summer of 1955 I :
Wednesday and Friday night. The bus from Philadelphi :

13™ and Filbert Streets, a few blocks for 1209 Vine, at: about 5:30pm every day. The bus would
travel north on 13" Street to Vine Street and headed: east toward the Delaware River Bridge. That
bridge spanned the Delaware River from 6" and V_'fne n Phlladelphla to the Admiral Wilson

Boulevard in Camden, New Jersey. The bus wi:: tgover the brldge and on to LBI, a trip of almost 2

hours, dependlng on the route that was taken he bus trave"fd along Vine Street in front, but on

After coming across the Delaware River Bridge into Philadelphia the bus would proceed west on

2th Street or

Vine Street. Most of the drivers would allow me to get off at 1 they might carry me all the
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way to the bus station at 13" and Filbert Streets. That required me to run or walk back to 1209

Vine. This cost me about 5 —7 minutes.

During the summer and fall of 1956 my Coop assignment \:z_v'as hét;rl;g:od to the Burroughs facility in
Paoli Pa, about 30 miles west of Philadelphia. I drove to§; y ,' ‘parent’s home
in Northeast Philadelphia. The trip took a bit more than an hour, depending on the trafﬁc Before
the 6-month assignment was completed I had found other people who were driving to Paoli and we

4™ day. I:still went to the beach on

formed a car pool. After that I only had to drive ¢

weekends and frequently in the middle of the W:e_ but not ag ften as the previous summer. The

The new assignment was extremely interesting to me. It involved help ﬁg to develop the basic

transistor circuits for the Atlas Missile Computer System d'amental counting circuit was

ed:a 10-volt power source. An oscillator circuit was

' base connections to the other transistor’s collector connection

one to ZETO :or
determined by the valués of résistance and capacitance. Single Shot circuits were used as timing

devices in the computer.
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In an array of Flip-Flops each one could represent one digit in a binary number. Binary digits are
either one or zero, representing either a transistor that was turned onor one that was turned off. If
In the binary system more digits

r¢:used, the

only one digit is used the number can only be either one or ze

are needed to represent numbers larger than one. If two digi_‘Es possible combinations
are 00, 01, 10, and 11. These binary numbers represent Q0 :
represents the presence or absence of a particular power of 2. Thus 00 is the absence of 2 to'the 0

power plus the absence of 2 to the first power. Two,:in fact any number, to the zero power is equal
to one. Two to the first power is 2. i
01 is the presence of 2 to the zero power [20_]_ sence of 2 to the first power [2'],
thus 01 in binary is one in the normal systef:ri o al, base 10 system]. In the binary
system, 00 in the binary system = 0 in the decimal system; 01 in mary system = 1 in the
decimal system, 10 in the binary system = 2+0=2 i lsystem, and 11 in the binary

system = 2+1 = 3 in the decimal s_y"

HF0+(1x22)+(1x2)+(1x2%
0+ 4+ 2 + 1

1111111 isequalto 64 +32+16+8+4+2+ 1 + 127.
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To get a binary number equal to 128 in the decimal system 8 bi

':fr;jli;digits are required
10000000 = 128 + 7 zeros. Stated in another way 1 x 2’ = 128

With this system each binary is one bit of information,: A:0ne or a zero.

In the binary system we saw that to count to 127 r

In order to count to count no higher than 128; ?:;_6_:'

all zeros following 111111.

It is possible to count to 256 usmg 7 bits, 512 using 8 bits, sing 9 bits, 2048 using 10 bits

and so on.

The biggest problem that we ran into duriﬁg th mer and fall of 1956 was the proper value of

__th falled transistors. These transistors had

place and forgot to disconnect the ground connection, or remove the wrist strap. It was interesting
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to see a person with a wrist strap on and the wire trailing behind him when someone would step on

the wire.

Paoli. During this time I helped to develop the basis tran31stor computer circuits for the -US

Navy’s Regulis Missile Pre-launch Data Computer. :I personally designed the testing circuits and

and Atlas circuits and their testers. Late in 1958 the US Navy canceiled work on the Regulis

tlas

program and I was assigned to work full tlme on the. i 'tester Work on this equipment

results. I participated in the trouble S ootmg_ ac‘uvm'.'E on this problem. We were able to resolve

the problem by connecting the more sensmvegl 'S grounds together using braided copper wire

connected to the earth ground at one point.

Later on, in July of 1952_: the Atlas | :_;cape Canaveral experienced problems with

electric noise that wete similar to th :problems that we had experienced on the circuit tester. My

boss at the time h_a_d; _heard abou_t;th,e problem and volunteered me to go to Florida to fix the

problem there. =

wedding rehearsal at -:6prn‘that: evening.
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Mother and Fater

My Mother, Ethel May Wenzinger [Ellis] was born in C:_a;t_lj_lden, New Jersey, Ma: _
was burried in West Laurel Hill Cemetery, next to my ﬁé%her, on August 3 1999. T placed her
ashes in the grave myself. She had given her body: o science when she died at Phoenixville

manner in September, 1997.

Bob and I called her “Nanny Ellis”.
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Mother’s father was Charles Ellis. I remember visiting his home at 5880 many times. A typical
visit would be either with my Mother or with both my Mother and Father When we would go
with my Mother we would go on the number 26 trolley car fro t 201 Oxford Avenue. We would

The trip on the trolley would take from about 2 to % of an hour. We then had to Walk from 7™ and

Olney for three long blocks of row houses to get to ngét the end of 7™ Street at 5880.

My Nanny Ellis [as we called her] and Grandfa't:ﬁ:_ Ellis live‘::c;I.'. a small row house diagonally

across the street from Fischer’s Park. In the b Id player piano. Nanny Ellis had

been a school teacher in the Philadelphia Pubth m:until sheAretlred Among her many

talents she played the piano, as did my Mother. 1 always enjoye eating Mother play that piano.

There was no piano at 7201.

week o so Tater we all Went to s"' Grandfather Ellis at his home [5880] after he came home from

the hospltal He was lying in his &d. I could not see much of him except for his head and one of

hlS hiinds He d1d not seem to be able to speak, he just mumbled. I could not understand him.

Mother, Bob and I visite ndfather and Nanny Ellis many times over the next 6 years or so.

Sometimes we went several times a week, always at least once a week. Grandfather Ellis always
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looked the same. I never saw him out of bed again. One day Mother got a phone call and started

to cry. She told us that Grandfather Ellis had died.

I will always remember the good times I had with him in Fish Park, feeding the squirrels and

chipmunks.

We still went to see Nanny Ellis, with Father and Mothgr in the car or on the trolley with just
mother. We usually went during the week with _]U.St Mother and sometimes we also went to see Dr.
Schwartz, our dentist whose office was at Olney Avenue and 5" Street only two more blocks from

the house on 7™ Street.

My only other recollection of Nanny Ellis was one t o _he ) she :was at LBI with us. We had

My Father attended a business school in Philadelphia. I do not recall the name of the school, just

now. It apparently was not a College nor did it give Degrees. I believe that he attended night
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school and went for several years. At the Philadelphia Public Ledger and subsequent to their going

out of business, he worked for the Philadelphia Daily News, a small Tabloid newspaper. Later on,

in the late 70’s, the Philadelphia Inquirer bought out the Dally X éws and it is still published today.

During the time my Father worked for the newspapers, he

From what I could tell he was very good at what he did: Unfortunately for the rest of us, he came
home late each evening, typically around 6:30 to 7p1‘ﬁf§*B0b our grandparents and I would eat first
around 5pm and then Mother would wait for F ather.:o' come home to eat herself. After eating

'ff frequently until 9 PM or later.

supper he would go up to their bedroom and WOI‘:_ on busmess St
He would always come down to the living rq mto watch the:] 1pm news after we had a TV.
We got a TV at Oxford Avenue in around 1948. It was an RCA a':ék and white TV. The

t h. h:vi

b

ewing area for the size of the

screen of this TV was round on both sides. It did
picture tube. Bob and I would lie 57 & .hvmg foom i for hours Watching Howdy-Doody,
Superman, Amos and Andy, Buck Rodg 3t
all watch Milton Berle and Ed Sullivan. .I Wl

- nd oth ::éold TV shows. On Sunday nights we would

S remember Grandfather W complaining

changer that plugged i
selected either the T':'

When we lived at 7201 Oxford Avenue my Father had fish aquariums. He had lots of fish
aquariums. His favorite type of fish was Guppies. They were very prolific. They liked to mate a

lot. I would watch them mating and wonder why some of the fish liked to poke some of the other
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fishes in the stomach with their “thing.” Until I was doing IT myself I didn’t figure out what the
Guppies were doing with each other. By the time we were goin :tf{:)fimove away from Oxford

;-When we moved from Oxford

Avenue, in 1954, my Father must have had 10 separate fish ta k
Avenue, he gave all the fish and the tanks away to one of th {
did that, did not ask. I expect that my Mother may have S _
room in their new row house. In fact the row house was: about 1/3 the space as there héd been at

7201.

In addition, while living at 7201 Oxford Avenu .::_
It was a male dog and of questionable herita_;g.:- !
society. Only Father and Mother would walkthe NS
go with who ever would walk the dog. I would sometimes Walk mn m-aterlal that Laddie would

leave behind. I discovered that if I walked in the stuff, I 1d:

t-be invited or required to go on

Bob or I, exccpt,fﬁr ﬁshln__: wimming, and sun bathing or working on the houses on LBI. We did

not do much with him when w ere at home in Philadelphia. He always seemed to be working

on rn ters associated with his jo Only after he had grandchildren did he spend much time with

us ;w.hen we visited he and Mothgr: at 3323 Sheffield.

Fishing was always a lot of fuin. I would get to be very dirty and stinky. We always wen to the
beach together after coming in from a day of fishing. We got washed in the salt water first and

then took a shower in the outside shower in back of 109 East 13" Street on LBI.
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Fishing at LBI was usually fairly good in Little Egg Harbor Bay behmd LBI. There was lots of

one kind of fish or another. We usually managed to catch enough good fish to make a meal.

These included Flounders, Porgies, Croakers, KingFish, the i
smaller Blue Fish. Some of the fish we caught were cons1 ; d “jur Shi fish:

always threw then back in the water. These included Sea Roblns Skates, Sharks, Eelé shmy
Opyster Crackers, and small fish that we called bait stéaTers and, of course, crabs and lots of
seaweed. Immediately after a thunderstorm or any other storm that had a lot of wind, we would
not go fishing for several days. Following a storm the water would be all churned up and few fish

were caught.

in case the fish were not biting for part of the day. I used to like to say, “here fishy, fishy, fishy” a
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lot, and quite loud. This seemed to make all that went fishing laugh and sometimes it seemed to

attract the fish, or at least it seemed so.

Every once in a while, sometimes once a year we would go: : the big blue fish. To do this

he b at that we

we would go out on a large “head boat”, usually from Barhegat nght on'L

liked to go on was called the “Miss Barnegat Light”. Thts boat was about 100 feet long and 30

feet wide. It was a twin-hulled catamaran, quite stabl'e in the ocean. We would go out in the ocean
20 to 30 miles out, frequently out of sight of land. _'The boat had a:large cabin with booths and
benches and a snack bar were you could get ha_i':'urgers and. hot dogs as well a chips, soda pop,

and candy bars.

tangles with the hnes of the fi shermen on the other side of the boat. As a result of this kind of

action, especially when there are many fishermen on the boat, the lines must be cut to be able to

get back to fishing. I have seen as many as 20 or so lines tangled at one time. One year the fishing
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was so good that, in spite of all the tangles, we took home twenty-five 10 to 15 pound blue fish.
The entire neighborhood in North beach Haven had fish that mght “We frequently give most of the

catch away as blue fish are best eaten soon after they are caug £ 1t was only infrequent that we

would come home empty handed.

As often as I could I would go out with Brother Bob and Dad. Then as my kids grew up they

would go too. It was great relaxation and fun to do with all the family members who would go.

Uncle J ohn & Aunt Marle

tas ripe and sweet, even the sour pie cherries. We would pick the

fruit, place it in a wicker basket and then take it to Aunt Marie who, with Mrs. Stoudt, my Mother

and Grandmother would wash the fruit and bake pies.
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The pies they baked those days always tasted extra good as I had helped to pick the fruit and I
knew, especially when I could smell them cooking, that dinner W()U.ld be extra special good that
night and for several days to come. We would always take several pies home. Unfortunately, they

never lasted. I think they must have been defective in some

When Claire and Eleanor were married and had their owat children, the yearly event was a real

mob scene.

one of us knew W

we would see Mickey Mouse. As the ether was being applied he continued to tell me that I would
see Mickey Mouse. The ether stank, real bad, but I put up with it, as did Bob, because we wanted

to see Mickey. When we awakened and had the worst sore throat that you can imagine, as soon as
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I was able to speak a few words I told the nurses and anyone else who would listen that, “Uncle
Russell is a ‘STINK-POT’”. Apparently for the next several months Dr. Morgan was known

around Saint Luke’s Hospital as the ‘stink pot’. Much later 0_ ihen he was remarried at age 92 1

tell his new brlde who was 75

Idrd, as she

1953, who was named after my Grandmother We 1 heir: ehrldren had lots of advantages,

cars, boats, dancing lessons, etc. Several things I particularly reme ‘were the Morgan’s cars
Dr.M ’$:MG convertible and his 1959

etty arrlvrng at LBI in his MG. Aunt

and the boats. Two cars in particular I remember
Cadillac convertible. Iremember Dé
Betty was a bit perturbed because ofi the W mewhere on NJ Route 72, in the Pine

Barrens, a NJ State Policeman had notlced th speed:at which Dr. Morgan had been driving and

invited him to stop on the srde of the road for a disc ssron of his speed and the speed limit on that

jealous of his having that car, especially considering the fact

n th: '-: r now and then. [ was

tha Twas driving Father’s 1954:Chevy, and later, my 1951 Ford Victoria hard top. Later on the
16 e -55: onvertible in the barn on the farm that they had purchased. It

stayed there for a number 6f years. 1 later found out that it had been sold. They never offered to

let me have it. I was quite disappointed.
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Father’s brother was named Carl J Wenzinger. He was the oldest child of Charlie and Lizzy. 1

believe that he was born several years earlier than my Father. Carl Sr. was born in 1903 and died

in 1988. Carl J married Emma [maiden name?]. Emma was b _

received a [ from 2. Carl Jr. workéégd:jfor P and -

and is

presently the CEO of the company he started that makés various simulators, for such things as

driver education. Carl Jr. married Dottie _ _ They had _

‘there’s no doubt about it, ” so frequently, that I avoided

First Jobs

The first paying regular job I had was given to me by friends at LBI. Tony and Ruth Stark owned
the house on south side of 13" Street that was nearest the beach. They had two boys, Anthony and
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Charles. Anthony married and had two girls. I lost track of Charles, although I believe he moved
to California. Anthony contracted Cancer and died after a very short illness in 1995, he was

almost 5 years younger than I was. Quite a shock.

¢ room:iz”L ter.on they

literally raised the roof and added a second floor, 1nc1udmg two more bedrooms ands a large deck

The Starks’ house was originally just one floor and had

that was high enough so that they could see the oceas::

The Starks owned small grocery store in Phlladelphla on Castor Avenue not far, about /2 mile,

supervisor for instructions on where to go next and money for riding public transportation. This
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job lasted until the summer of 1953 after I graduated from Lincoln High School and prior to

starting school at Drexel.

ave. €nou,

By saving half of all my income from these two jobs I was_ajb? gh money to pay for

my first year at Drexel, plus a little bit for beach bum exp s, in 1953 054 F:saved enough

money for the next school period from the salary I recewed while employed by Burroughs

Corporation in the Coop jobs arranged by the Coopetative Education Department at Drexel.

When I went to work for Burroughs at 1209 Vme_ treet in Ph élphia my initial salary was

$52/week. My last coop job for Burroughs i oli Pa paLd §92/week. When I went to work at
Burroughs after graduation from Drexel in May -a:Bachelor of Science in Electrical

Engineering, I received an initial salary of $6000 per year, equi\}a éiit to:about $115/week.

d More Cars

Cars, Car

1937 Pontiac

During the school year that started after my 16™ birthday I was able to take Driver Education at

Lincoln High School. Taking driver education at school had several advantages. First my parents
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said no license unless I took driver ed. Second, people who took driver ed in school received a
discount on their car insurance. My Father told me that I would. have to pay the difference

between what he was paying for insurance and what it would ¢ ::st when I was added to the policy.

I could barely afford the price, but it would be worth it. Fort ft;_e:ly, I-got an A in the driver ed

course.
Following receipt of my report card from Lincoln Hi:ghi School, my Father agreed to let me

demonstrate my newly acquired driving skills to h1m in Grandfather Wenzinger’s 1937 Pontiac.

That car was a four door sedan, affectlonately _also known a "'he Tank”. The Tank had an in-line

given one last chance.

This time I made sure { mission was in neutral and the clutch pedal was depressed. I turned
the key to ‘on’ and tried to twist it further to start the motor, as had been necessary on the car we

used in driver ed. The key would not turn any further than about a quarter turn clockwise. I turned
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it back to ‘off” and tried the other way. All that turned on was the radio. Father was not impressed

that I could not even start the motor. He asked, “What seems to :éiéthe trouble? Engine won’t

start?” T said that in the driver ed. car all we had to do was to st the key clockwise past the 3

o’clock position and the motor would start. I wondered out: the.ignition switch had,

o bted that. |

perhaps, broken since we had driven to Lincoln’s parkmgg t. F ather said:tt
was instructed to get out of the driver’s seat and return: fo the passenger’s seat. Father stared the
motor with no problem, but because I was so embarrassed that I was unable to start it to begin

with, I did not bother to take note of how he had started the motor::- Father drove home. During the

and pohshmg .the '

about a half-hour with the wax getting even harder. I stopped work when it got dark and I could
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not see any more. Boy, was I tired and the wax was not completely removed. Father was not

impressed. I wasn’t either.

I slept well that night, too tired to care about much other tha: 1d finish the wax removal
job on Sunday. I slept late the next morning. WhenI g i 4t M K
Charlie [my Grandfather] were not at home. They had: gbne to Church without me and Would not
return until around 12:30pm. They did not get back-u’ﬂtll around one o’clock in the afternoon. I
was waiting ready to spend the rest of the day strugghng with the ‘well-dried wax. It turned out

that they got back late from attending church se ':'1cé because: th:ey had gone to Charlie’s friend’s

auto repair shop and brought home an electrlc uffing mach"'e'.

11 lly liquid they gave to me

to help remove the wax. The stuff they gave me_made me dizz: after -a short time using it, even

vh perlodlcally away from the liquid soaked

though I was outside in the back yard After sit ing d
rags and polishing machine I was able -t:: ove most traces of the hardened wax. I went in the

house and announced that I was done; all the:hardﬁned wax was removed. Father said that I should

relax for a half-hour and then do the job right, by appl" 'ng the Simonize properly. Just before the

sun went down all the way: ﬁms ¢ the wax job. 1 have fiot used regular Simonize on a car since
that time. '
Next Saturday m:. i the Lincoln parking lot again. This time I was going to pay

attention to how Fa e-motor. That was my intention until I went to get in the car, on

the driver’s side in the drlveway.a thié: fio ;s_ef Father told me to get out and sit in the passenger’s

seat until h :

were playing. I think the kid claiming that Father had almost run over him had shaken Father up a

bit, because when he and I got out and he sat down on the passenger’s side and I on the driver’s
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side he told me how to start the car. He told me to turn the key on from the 12 o’clock position to

the three o’clock position and leave it there. I was then to press the gas pedal to the floor, hard,

and hold it there until the motor started. Unfortunately, for th ::rn(;)tor it was already running.
Father had not shut it off. So....... when [ tried to start it [ d :questlon that the key was still in

the ‘on’ position. When I pressed down hard on the gas pe:_;a , as Father Hiad: HSH

engine went extremely fast and it sounded like it was gomg to come apart in pieces. '-I took my foot
off the gas and the motor slowed down, and then stoppied.” Tturned the ignition switch off and

turned and just looked at Father. He just looked b

for a minute: or two, which seemed like an

hour. I guess he realized that he had left the mOt ‘Tunning an said that he should have told me

e:also realized that it was running before trying to

that he had left it running, but that I should h'
start it again. Father asked me to try to start 1t agai ‘would:not start. After three tries father got

out of the passenger’s seat and came around to the driver’s seat and asked me to move over to the

passenger’s seat. 1 did. Father then tr1ed to start the car, wi sucgess. We sat there a few

me to turn on the rnotbr after telling me how it was to be done, key first, then press down on the

gas pedal until it stared. I did what I was instructed to do and the motor started. I held my foot on

the gas pedal a bit too long and the motor sped up a bit too much but then slowed down and ran at
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idle speed. It was so quiet that it was difficult to know it was running. I assumed that it was
running. Father said that it was running. Father then asked me Etft)féniove the car from one side of

the parking lot to the other side. I depressed the clutch pedal, placed the floor mounted gearshift

lever in what I thought was first gear and slowly let out the

h pedal.. I applied a little pressure
151 hir‘dgear The
motor stalled. I tried again with the same result. The th1rd attempt was also a fa1lure The car we

had used in driver ed had a steering column mounted gear shift and so I was not familiar with

transmission was in first gear. I fumbled around wit 1 the ge 'h'ft lever and it was clear that [ was

not sure where first gear was located. Father showed me where the ﬁrst. gear position was

located. He also showed me where second and third were located,; but not reverse.

Once again I tried to move the car. T Would not move and the motor would not speed up.

The motor was still shut off. I started the m pressed the clutch pedal to the floor, placed the

transmission into first gear, and pressed on the gas ped 1; whlle I slowly let the clutch pedal out.

the car from a stand still to mph, or so, and successfully getting as far as second gear before I
had to slow down or stop in the parking lot. I managed to get the car into third gear one time but I

had to slow down almost immediately using the foot brake and the car stalled because I did not
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depress the clutch pedal. Many starts and stalls later Father declared that the lesson was over. He

drove home.

We took the next weekend off. The following weekend we: en_:t@ L.BI. 1 practlced going

forward in first gear and backing up in front of 109 east 1

between the houses. I practiced for several half-hour sessmns in between cleamng an other odd

jobs in the house.

The next time we went to the Lincoln High Schﬁ)_:_l parking lof:was several weeks after we were at

LBI. This time all went well except for one negotiate the motor starts and stops,

moving the car through all thee gears, turniriéj going straight and stopping the car smoothly.

Father then said we should go home and I should drive. T swallowedhard and said, “S...sure.” 1

way. I stopped thie'e

put the car in the garage.

They actually asked fri¢ fo"drlve to the store and get what Mother wanted. And so it went, Mother
and Father had a new servant, to do their bidding. Bob (my brother) also liked me to take him

places. The catch was that I had to be asked to go somewhere for their convenience to be able to
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